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Community Liaison Committee 

Meeting No. 14 

29 June 2021 

Minutes 

 

Date:   Tuesday 29 June 2021 
 
Venue:   Via video conference 
 

Attendees:  Peter Gordon (PG), Chairperson 
 

Chris Gordon (CG), General Manager Corporate Development 
John Hassett (JH), Chief Executive NSW B&D 
Ros Dent (RD), Environmental Manager 
Dylan Wickens (DW), Patons Lane Site Manager 
Diana Forrester (DF), Community Liaison 
Michael Middleton (MM), Penrith City Council 
Vince Azzopardi (VA), Resident 
Tony Maltese (TM), Resident 
 

1. Apologies:    
Ben Attard, Resident 

Richard Battersby, Resident 

Mark George, Resident 

Dirk Kurver, Resident 

 

TM mentioned he had recently seen Richard Battersby who reported not receiving 

correspondence about the Patons Lane CLC for some time. Tony agreed to provide an 

updated email address to DF so these minutes and future meeting invitations can be 

shared with Richard. ACTION ITEM: TM to forward new email address to DF  
 

2. Declaration of pecuniary or other interests:  No change.  
 

3. Confirmation of the minutes of the previous meeting:  

The minutes for the 13th meeting were agreed out of session and are on the website.  
 

4. Business arising from previous minutes: N/A 

Previous Action Items:  

o BINGO to provide an update on the development of the local community plan - Ongoing 

o ONGOING ACTION – BINGO to report on recycling efficiency impact on void filling  

timeline  
 

5. Correspondence to the CLC 

No formal correspondence to report. 
  

6. Matters raised by community representatives and local government 

There was nothing specific tabled at the beginning of this meeting. 
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7. Company reports and overview of activities:  

CG explained there had been several changes at BINGO since the last meeting, and David Taylor’s 

departure. He introduced the BINGO team at the meeting. Following an extensive career in waste 

management, most recently with Suez, John Hassett joined BINGO earlier this year and assumed 

responsibility for Patons Lane and Eastern Creek facilities in April. He will be a regular face at the CLC 

meetings moving forward. Ros Dent, BINGO’s Environmental Manager, has been with BINGO for 8 years, 

following previous roles with Visy, McDonalds and local government. She has detailed knowledge of 

Patons Lane and joins this meeting to provide an update on environmental performance. Dylan Wickens 

is the new site manager at Patons Lane, joining BINGO with several years previous experience at Dial-a-

Dump. 

 

CG highlighted the three key points he would cover in the Company’s report of the last six months: 

I. Progress at Patons Lane 

II. BINGO’s current transaction in progress with Macquarie Infrastructure and Real Assets 

(MIRA) 

III. Issues at the Eastern Creek facility and how BINGO is managing this  

 

I. Progress at Patons Lane 

 

• BINGO continues to make improvements to plant and operations on the site and is processing 

22-23,000 tonnes/month. They have concentrated on denser forms of waste, making materials 

such as coarse and fine sands and aggregates.  Recycling rate are above 75%, with intention to 

improve this further.    

• VA mentioned the forecast rate was 80% and DH agreed this is highly achievable. 

• VA said the approval was granted in 2012 – and the project started in 2014 – so asked if there 

is a 25 year life according to the Conditions of Consent and 80% recycling is achieved, could 

BINGO confirm the hole will be filled and by what date. 

• RD explained one of the things BINGO will do this year is a verification of recovery rates – not 

just at Patons Lane but across the whole portfolio. This data will be used to predict the landfill 

progress at Patons Lane.  

• JH explained that having two facilities close together enables BINGO to operate with maximum 

efficiency. Eastern Creek and Patons Lane will be looked at together – recovery rates are 

expected to be high at both. 

• VA asked what he should say to a resident who asks about the time frame for filling the hole, 

when recovery rates are so high. RD agreed to take this offline and would provide a suggested 

response in due course. 

• JH suggested the ‘mix’ of materials would also impact the fill rate for the hole. 

• VA would like know which month/year would be considered ‘25 years from the starting date’ 

as per the Conditions of Consent. 

• ACTION ITEM: BINGO to provide clarity regarding predicted speed to fill the hole and what 

month/year would be considered ‘25 years from the starting date’. 
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II. BINGO’s current transaction in progress with Macquarie Infrastructure and Real Assets (MIRA) 

 

• TM asked whether BINGO could predict the forward planning position in the context of a MIRA 

takeover. 

• CG spoke to the takeover, and its timing, with a shareholder vote on 13 July 2021 expected to 

see the takeover proceed. At that point, BINGO would de-list and become part of MIRA’s funds. 

This development is not expected to materially change BINGO’s operations. MIRA support 

BINGO’s sustainability and recycling approach, their business strategies and management team. 

The Board will change to include MIRA representatives, but the management team will 

essentially stay the same. 

• TM asked whether MIRA would still have at least 18 years of the Patons Lane project. 

• CG confirmed no change is expected. MIRA has stressed community engagement is a high 

priority, which is consistent with BINGO’s position. He believes MIRA and BINGO are very well 

aligned. 

• MM said the council’s perspective would remain impartial. They would not side with the 

residents, with BINGO or with MIRA. He confirmed that, unless those Conditions were altered, 

Council’s expectation is that Patons Lane would wrap up at 25 years.  

• MM had several additional questions: 

(1) How close is Patons Lane to its maximum truck movements? – JH confirmed truck 

movements had been significantly down on the allowable movements during the last 6 

months 

(2) Has any asbestos or prohibited products been detected during the period? – JH confirmed 

there had been no asbestos reported since he has been in the job and he explained the 

strict asbestos protocols and processes on site. RD added that BINGO tests products at 

their other sites, which ensures all material going to Patons Lane has passed through BINGO 

QA processes even before they reach the site.  TM sought to clarify that the CLC would be 

notified IF asbestos was suspected to be in a load and if any loads were rejected from the 

site. JH confirmed he would be happy to do that.  

(3) Is clay for brickmaking was still on site or has it been sold? - JH confirmed there was still 

some there, but he didn’t know how much. 

(4) Has the EPA been onsite lately? – RD confirmed they had visited recently and drawn 

attention to a drain that needed a screen but were otherwise happy with everything they 

inspected. The drain has since been rectified. 

• VA asked about the vegetation on the bund walls which, by now, the residents had expected to 

see growing. RD explained there had been extensive planting of small trees on the northern 

side of the site but it had failed to thrive. What wasn’t killed by the extended drought conditions 

was washed away in the subsequent flooding rains. BINGO has $18,000 of seeds ready to 

replant.   

• VA asked why they were seeds and not plants. RD explained the seeds were more likely to 

thrive. 

• VA requested that tree planning be added as an agenda item for future CLC meetings.  

ACTION ITEM: Add tree planting as a standing agenda item for future meetings. 

• TM requested a site inspection be included when we meet next.  
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III. Issues at the Eastern Creek facility and how BINGO is managing this  

• CG provided an update on the odour issue at the site. BINGO installed 31 wells and four flares. 

It is the fastest installation of a system of this nature that the appointed contractors have ever 

completed and current readings are showing it is working well. The flare system is temporary. 

In the longer term this may be captured and reused as power and trials are now in progress to 

work out how to do this effectively. 

• PG asked what they thought had caused the smell in the first place and CG explained it could 

have been gyprock, plasterboard or organic woods effected by an excess of water from 

extraordinarily heavy rains in March.   

 

Monitoring and environmental performance 

• RD provided an update on the new environmental monitoring system BINGO has acquired. 

This public portal is being established to provide easy, real-time access to monitoring 

information via the website. RD provided some examples of what the data sets would look like 

– explaining how it would also be possible to see the history for each data point. She 

explained that Shoalhaven City Council use the same system and CLC members could go to 

their website to see for themselves how this system works. The software developers expect it 

will be available for the Patons Lane site by the time of our next CLC meeting. 

• MM notes some exceedances at monitoring points 

• RD explained some monitoring points had been affected by localised activity so they are now 

looking at moving some of the monitors  

• VA asked whether the independent environmental auditors had been on site.  

• RD explained they had done an independent audit in April 2020 and she will confirm when the 

next one will occur. ACTION ITEM: RD to provide timeline for the next independent audit.  

 

Next meeting: Some discussion about when would be best to meet onsite resulted in agreement this should 

occur as soon as daylight savings is in place again. PG asked DF to put forward three possible dates and then 

select the one when the maximum number of CLC Members could attend. ACTION ITEM: DF to co-ordinate the 

next CLC meeting for October at least a month beforehand to enable maximum participation.  

 

 

 

The meeting closed at 7pm. 

 


	Community Liaison Committee
	Meeting No. 14
	29 June 2021
	Minutes
	Venue:   Via video conference
	Ben Attard, Resident
	Richard Battersby, Resident
	Mark George, Resident
	Previous Action Items:
	No formal correspondence to report.
	The meeting closed at 7pm.

